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McGahn is at center of 
Russia, Porter issues — 
and West Wing tensions 


BY JOSH DAWSEY, 
ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN 
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY 


President Trump had a request 
for his lawyer: Call a senior 
Justice Department official and 
get him to persuade the FBI 
director to announce that Trump 
was not personally under investi- 
gation in the probe of Russian 
interference in the 2016 election. 

White House counsel Donald 
McGahn made the call in April to 
acting deputy attorney gener- 
al Dana Boente but failed to 
convince him that FBI Director 
James B. Comey should make the 
statement, according to several 
people familiar with the episode. 
The refusal further frustrated a 
president who had already twice 
appealed directly to Comey, who 
told him he should have McGahn 
call instead. 

The previously unreported ep- 
isode underscores McGahn’s pre- 
carious position in the Russia 
probe as he seeks to both mollify 
and protect his client, the com- 
mander in chief. He has served as 
an adviser, a participant and 
most recently a witness in the 
continuing Russia investigation 
— a complex role that puts him at 
the center of special counsel 
Robert S. Mueller III’s examina- 
tion of whether Trump sought to 
obstruct justice. 

He is also embroiled in the 
uproar over former staff secre- 
tary Rob Porter, who left the 
White House last week after alle- 
gations of abuse during his two 
marriages became public. Mc- 
Gahn had been informed several 
times since January 2017 that 
Porter’s ex-wives had complaints 
about his behavior — including 
learning in the fall about the 
domestic-violence allegations 
discovered by the FBI — yet 
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Stormy Daniels case: Trump’s 
lawyer raises questions. A4 


Man opens fire at Fla. high school, killing I 


f ad 


“People were trying 
to get the news on 
their phones, and 

they started reading 

that there were 20 

kids dead somewhere 
at the school.” 


Justin Hughes, high school junior 
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ABOVE: Parents wait for news 
outside Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High Schoolin 
Parkland, Fla., after reports ofa 
shooting on the campus. Police 
said a 19-year-old armed with a 
semiautomatic rifle killed at least 
17 people in the latest burst of 
deadly violence to erupt inside an 
American school. LEFT: People 
are brought out of the school 
after the shooting. Police 
captured the suspect, who had an 
AR-15 rifle and “countless 
magazines,” after a brief but 
intense manhunt, officials said. 


Watchdog: VA chief misled public about cost of trip 


BY LISA REIN 


Veterans Affairs Secretary 
David J. Shulkin’s chief of staff 
doctored an email and made false 
statements to create a pretext for 
taxpayers to cover expenses for 
the secretary’s wife on a 10-day 
trip to Europe last summer, the 
agency’s inspector general has 
found. 


Vivieca Wright Simpson, VA’s 
third-most-senior official, altered 
language in an email from an 
aide coordinating the trip to 
make it appear that Shulkin was 
receiving an award from the Dan- 
ish government, then used the 
award to justify paying for his 
wife’s travel, Inspector General 
Michael J. Missal said in a report 
released Wednesday. VA paid 


more than $4,300 for her airfare. 

The account of how the gov- 
ernment paid travel expenses for 
the secretary’s wife is one finding 
in an unsparing investigation 
that concluded that Shulkin and 
his staff misled agency ethics 
officials and the public about key 
details of the trip. Shulkin also 
improperly accepted a gift of 
sought-after tickets to a Wimble- 


don tennis match, the investiga- 
tion found, and directed an aide 
to act as what the report called a 
“personal travel concierge” to 
him and his wife. 
“Although the [inspector gen- 
eral’s office] cannot determine 
SHULKIN CONTINUED ON A7 


Sky security: EPA won't lift waiver 
for Scott Pruitt’s pricey airfares. A6 


SUSPECT, 19, HAD 
BEEN EXPELLED 


Heavily armed shooter 
captured after manhunt 


BY LORI Rozsa, 
MorIAH BALINGIT, 
WILLIAM WAN 
AND MARK BERMAN 


PARKLAND, FLA. — A heavily 
armed 19-year-old who had been 
expelled from a South Florida 
high school opened fire on cam- 
pus shortly before classes let out 
Wednesday, killing 17 people 
while terrified students barricad- 
ed themselves inside classrooms, 
police said. 

The violence unfolded at Mar- 
jory Stoneman Douglas High, a 
school of more than 3,000 stu- 
dents in a tony suburb northwest 
of Fort Lauderdale where houses 
sit on broad lots. 

The Broward County sheriff 
identified the suspect as Nikolas 
Cruz, who had recently attended 
the school but had been kicked 
out for “disciplinary reasons.” He 
was captured after a manhunt 
that transfixed the region and 
forced a nearby school into a 
lockdown, said Broward County 
Sheriff Scott Israel. Students re- 
called terror and confusion in the 
aftermath of the shooting. 

“Its catastrophic. There really 
are no words,” said Israel, whose 
own triplets graduated from the 
well-regarded high school. The 
victims included several stu- 
dents and adults, authorities 
said. 

In an English class, students 
were reading Shakespeare’s 
“Macbeth” when the shooting 
began, and a Code Red was 
declared. 

“We had a fire drill early in the 
day, so we really didn’t know 
what was going on,” said Ryan 
Kadel, a 17-year-old senior. “We 
went outside, and we saw a 
security guard on a golf cart 
driving really fast and yelling at 
us to run.” 

He and two dozen other stu- 
dents fled to the nearest build- 
ing, piling into a large closet, 
where they stayed for more than 
90 minutes. 

“People were texting, trying to 
find out what was going on. Kids 
were crying; some people were 
freaking out,” Kadel said. “I’m 
kind of surprised it happened 
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Can't code me love 


A man-heavy Silicon Valley swipes 
left on the dating apps it developed 


BY DREW HARWELL 


PALO ALTO, CALIF. — Kate Chan, a 30-year-old 
digital marketer in Silicon Valley, first ap- 
proached dating apps with a blend of curiosity 
and hope that they’d help her find a great guy. 

But after six months of dead-end mismatches 
with guys she thought were boring or work- 
obsessed, she has gone back to what she called 
“meeting the old-fashioned way”: without a 
screen. She now meets guys at do-it-yourself 
crafting meetups and her rock-climbing gym. 

“T didn’t want to rely on the algorithms any- 
more,’ she said. “When it comes down to it, I 
really have to see that person face to face, to get 
that intuition, that you don’t get in a digital way.” 

The singles of Silicon Valley, the heart of 


America’s technological ambition, spend much of 


their lives in quiet devotion to the power of the 
ALGORITHM CONTINUED ON Al4 
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LAURA MORTON FOR THE WASHINGTON POST 


People at a Palo Alto, Calif., restaurant sit down for dinner. Serendipitous 
meetings at a bar or party seem increasingly rare, Silicon Valley singles complain. 


Under siege, Zuma quits 
S. African presidency 


BY KEVIN SIEFF 
AND KRISTA MAHR 


CAPE TOWN — South Africa’s em- 
battled president, Jacob Zuma, re- 
signed on Wednesday, putting an 
end to a period of scandal and 
mismanagement that threatened 
to undermine the party of Nelson 
Mandela. 

Zuma’s resignation leaves his 
deputy, Cyril Ramaphosa, as the 
country’s acting leader, and the 
person now charged with salvag- 
ing the legacy of Africa’s most 
famous liberation movement. 

Zuma, who was once revered as 
a hero of that movement, served 
time as a political prisoner along- 
side Mandela in his youth. But 
Zuma’s nine years in office, 


“a Jacob Zuma 
was facing 
mounting calls 
for him to step 
down because 
of corruption 
allegations. 


marred by a string of corruption 
allegations, drove even party 
loyalists away from the once- 
invincible African National Con- 
gress (ANC). 

To many here, the most de- 
structive aspect of Zuma’s legacy 
was his failure to deliver on the 
promises of post-apartheid South 
Africa. Twenty-four years after 
Mandela rose to power promising 
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A sign at Cox Farms in 
Virginia reading “Resist 
White Supremacy” has 
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With parents’ help, boys 
can escape stereotypes 
and have close friends. 
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A blow to ADA? Advocates for the disabled 
say a House bill aimed at protecting small 
businesses will weaken the law. A4 


Bannon, set to testify in 
closed session. A6 

U.S. diplomats at the 
U.S. Embassy in Cuba 


State. A11 


THE ECONOMY 
In the wake of Presi- 
dent Trump’s proposal 


respond. A13 brought fury on the 
roperty’s owners. B1 
THE REGION . The Alexandria City 
After a driver tried to Council approved a 
enter a secure NSA area: $63,000 loan to help a 
Gunshots, a crash, mju- museum located on the 
ries and detentions, but stcolahrmerslave 


not many details. B1 


trading operation. B3 


The greed decade 
A Hirshhorn exhibit takes 
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a wrong turn for art. C1 
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